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RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 



Pitney Bowes Inc. 



To: Commissioner for Patents 
Fax No.: (571)273-8300 



From: George M. Macdonald 



Date: July 27, 2006 



Facsimile 



JUL 27 2005 




Subject: Serial No.: 10/707,510 



Pages: 5 (including this cover) 



Re: U.S. Patent Application Serial No.: 10/707,510 
Confirmation No.: 1509 
Attorney Docket No.: F-775 



Enclosed please find an Information Disclosure Statement, with accompanying 
Form 1449 (Substitute) in the above referenced case. 



CERTIFICATION OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 



I hereby certify that the following correspondence is being transmitted 
via facsimile to: 



Patent and Trademark Office 
Facsimile No. (571) 273-8300 



1. Information Disclosure Statement with Form 1449 



on July 27. 2006 
Date of Transmission 



George M. Macdonald 
Name of Registered Rep. 
Reg, No.: 39,284 




July 27. 2006 
Date 
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CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

JUL 27 2MB 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re patent application of: 
Frederick W. Ryan, Jr., et al. 
Serial No.: 10/707,510 
Filed: December 18, 2003 



Confirmation No.: 1509 



) Date: July 27, 2006 
) Attorney Docket No.: F-775 
) Customer No.: 00919 
) Group Art Unit: 3639 



For. 



SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR FACILITATING REFUNDS OF 
UNUSED POSTAGE 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Applicants submit herewith patents, publications or other information of which they are 
aware, which they believe may be material to the examination of this application and in respect 
of which there may be a duty to disclose in accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .56. 

While this Information Disclosure Statement may be "material" pursuant to 37 CFR § 
1.56, it is not intended to constitute an admission that any patent, publication or other 
information referred to herein is "prior art" for this invention unless specifically designated as 
such. 

In accordance with 37 CFR § 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material 
information as defined in 37 CFR § 1 .56(b) exists. 

In accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be construed to be an admission that the information cited in the statement is, or is 
considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR § 156(b). 
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This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed in accordance with the following 
provisions, as identified below with marked boxes, available under 37 CFR § 1 .97: 

1 . [X ] 37 CFR S1.97(b^ - This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed according 
to one of the following: (i) within 3 months of the filing date of this application (other than 
a CPA); (ii) within 3 months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in § 

1 .491 in an international application; (iii) before the mailing of a first Office action on the 
merits; or (iv) before the mailing of a first Office action after the filing of a request for 
continued examination under § 1.114. 

OR 

2. [ ] 37 CFR 51.97(c) - This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the 
mailing date of any of a final action under § 1 .1 1 3, a notice of allowance under §1.311, 
or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and it is accompanied 
by the statement or fee as identified below: 

2.1 [ ] Specified Statement under 37 CFR § 1.97(eX1) - see below. 

OR 

2.2 [ ] Specified Statement under 37 CFR § 1 .97(e)(2) - see below. 

OR 

2.3 [ ] Please charge Deposit Account No. 16-1885 in the amount of $180.00 to cover the fee 

set forth in§ 1.1 7(p). 

Provisional Fee Authorization. If Box 2.1 or Box 2.2 Is marked above and a final action under 
§ 1 .1 1 3 has in fact been mailed before the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement, then 
the Commissioner is authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 16-1885 in the amount of 
$180.00 to cover the fee set forth in § 1 .17(p) as if Box 2.3 had been marked. 

OR 

3 - t 1 37 CFRS1.97(cn - This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed on or 
before payment of the issue fee and it is accompanied by the statement and fee as 
identified below: 

3. 1 . 1 [ ] Specified Statement under 37 CFR § 1 .97(e)(1 ) - see below. 

OR 

- 2 l 3 Specified Statement under 37 CFR § 1 .97(e)(2) - see below. 

3.2 [ ] Rease charge Deposit Account No. 16-1885 In the amount of $180.00 to cover the fee 

set forth in § 1.1 7(p). 

Specified Statement under 37 CFR $ 1 .97fe V1 ) - Each item of information contained in the 
information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the 
information disclosure statement. 

Specified Statement under 37 CFR S 1.97feV2l - No item of information contained in the 
information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing below after 
making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was known to any individual designated in § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to 
the filing of the information disclosure statement. 
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A list of the patent(s) and/or publication(s) is set forth on the attached Form PTO-1449 
(Substitute). 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required to Deposit Account No. 16-1885. 



PITNEY BOWES INC. 
Intellectual Property and 
Technology Law Department 
35 Waterview Drive 
P.O. Box 3000 
Shelton f CT 06484^8000 

Plus attachments: Form PTO-1449 (Substitute) 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office on fax no.: (571 ) 273-8300, on July 27. 2006 (Date of Transmission). 

George M. Macdonald, Reg. No. 39,284 (Name of Registered Rep.) 



Respectfully submitted, 




George M. Macdonald 
Reg. No. 39,284 
Attorney of Record 
Telephone (203) 924-3180 



CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 




July 27. 2006 (Date) 
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FTO/SB/0BA (07-05) 
Approved for use through 07/3172008. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



Substitute for form 1449/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/707,510 



December 1 8, 2003 



Frederick W. Ryan, Jr. 



3639 



Jabr, Fadey S. 



1 



UU1 



Attorney Docket Number 



F-775 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-OD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages. Columns, Lines. Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 

Pint iree Annoar 


Number-Kind Code 




A 




OS-1 5-2001 

\J\J 1 u tUu 1 








B 




01-31-2002 


Pattv 






c 


us " 2002/0035 547-A1 


03-21-2002 










US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 
__ 
























~us= 












us- 
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us- — 












us- 
























US- 










reference considered, whether or 



is in conformance 



V^^^t^ 1 ^ !^^^^ ^ MPE ^?°_ 104 - 3 Enter Office that Issued the document by the two-letter cttteOrVPO StawS^™ * For 
d0 ^ ntt ^«^«^lhe year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent axJmenL *Kmo^doajment b? 

SKatSeT " °" d0CUm8nl under WPO Standart ^ 16 ■ P°***- 'A**** is to place X^ere^ 

"r^is^lectlon of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The informaflon is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to We rand bv the 
^S^SSSSS? HP Cc^?«ntiafity Is governed by 35 US.C. 122 anTSzCFR 1.14. This eotaETS > StS to te2tob^S£ 

indudmg gathering prepanng. and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time wil vary depending upon the Individual caseAnv cwnmente 
onthe amount of^nw you require to complete this form and/or suggestions tor reducing this burden, should be^snt to SeCWef ^nr^ofo%^ uTftSn 
and Remark Office P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1460. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS JHeSd 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. winwwuMoo. sow 

If you need assistance In completing the form, caO 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 
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